Clear cell basal cell carcinoma: an unusual degenerative variant.
Clear cell basal cell carcinoma (BCC) is an unusual variant of BCC which is characterized by a variable component of large clear cells. Twenty cases are presented which are further subdivided into pure, mixed, or metatypical categories. Although initially thought to represent sebaceous or tricholemmal differentiation, electron microscopic studies demonstrated that the clear cell changes are a degenerative phenomenon, probably involving lysosomes.